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15 OCTOBER 2020 

WWII Secret Base opens 
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MURWEH SHIRE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
To be held Thursday 15 October 2020 

Commencing at 9:00am 
 
 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 
2. Apologies 

 
3. Confirmation of minutes ;   Ordinary Meeting 17 September 2020 

 
4. Business arising from minutes 
 
5. Correspondence for members’ information  
 
6. Councillors to advise on any declaration of personal interest 

relating to agenda items.  
 
7. Councillors to advise of any update or changes to their Register of 

Interests  
 

8. Chief Executive Officers Reports; 
i. Finance  
ii. HR 
iii. WH&S 
iv. Tourism 
v. Library 
vi. Environment and Health 
vii. Engineering  

    
9. Correspondence for consideration 
 
10. Closure 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
COUNCIL MEETING 

15th October 2020 
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Mayor and Councillors 
Murweh Shire Council 
CHARLEVILLE   QLD   4470 
 
Highlights of this month’s Financial Report: 
 
Report - Period Ending 30 September 2020. 
 
Revenue  
 
Total revenue of $16.0M to 30 September 2020 represents 48% of the 
total budget of $33.273M. 
 
These statements are for 3 months of the financial year and generally 
would represent 25% of the overall budget. 
 
Higher than expected year to date actual revenue of 48% compared 
with budget year to date of 25% is mainly due to: 
 

 Rates and charges have been issued from July to December 
2020, with a discount period until 31 December 2020 

 

 Capital grants received so far of $4.6M, with a total budget of 
$11.8M 
 

 Advance payment of $ 4.4 M flood damage grant received so far 
 
Expenses 
 
Total expenditure of $4.4M to 30 September 2020 represents 19% of 
the total budgeted expenditure of $23.309M. 
 
Please note that the actual depreciation from July to September will be 
recorded in the October monthly report. This is estimated to be 
approximately $ 1.5M based on annual budget of $ 6.1M. 
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Outcome 
 
There is currently a cash balance of $ 9.9M. 
 
Restricted cash – grant not yet spent: $ 5.7M 
Surplus/working capital cash: $ 4.2M 
 
Capital Works 
 
See the Capital Funding Report 2020 – 21 for details of all projects. 
 
 

1. Cash Position 

2. Monthly Cash Flow Estimate 

3. Comparative Data 

4. Capital Funding – budget V’s actual 

5. Road Works – budget V’s actual 

 

 
1. Cash Position as at 30 September 2020 

 

CASH AT BANK

Operating Account $873,001

SHORT TERM INVESTMENTS

National Bank of Australia -$                           

QTC Cash Fund $9,016,775
Total 9,889,776$           

The following items should be backed by cash and investments, plus any
increases in the surplus of Debtors over Creditors.

Cash backed Current Liabilities (AL,LSL,SL,RDO) $2,438,972

Restricted cash - grants received not yet spent $5,706,475
8,145,447$           

Balance of recoverable debtors - estimated creditors:

( $503,831 - $1,231,305 ) 727,474-$              

Plus cash surplus 9,889,776$               - 8,145,447$       1,744,329$           

Working Capital Total 1,016,855$           
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2. Monthly Cash Flow Estimate: - October 2020 
 

Receipts Expenditure

Rates $800,000 Payroll $800,000

Fees & Charges $10,000 Creditor Payments $1,500,000

Debtors $400,000 Loan Payments $0

Grants/Claims/Loan QTC $1,500,000 Lease Payments $0

Total $2,710,000 Total $2,300,000

$410,000 in  the  period.Therefore cash is expected to increase by 

 
 

3. Comparative Data for the month of September 2020 
 

Comparative Year 2020 2019 2018 

 $000 $000 $000 

Cash position $9,890 $6,775 $6,521 

Working capital $1,016 $4,896 $5,519 

Rate arrears $3,524 $3,772 $4,346 

Outstanding debtors $504 $510 $1,483 

Current creditors $1,231 $29 $34 

Total loans $2,070 $2,534 $2,991 
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4. Capital Funding: Year to 30 September 2020 
 

 
 
 

Total Capital Funding $15,935 $3,985 25.01%

1 Buildings / Other Structures $8,827 $2,541 28.79%

2 Plant & Equipment / Furniture & Fittings $1,800 $247 13.72%

3 Charleville Airport Upgrade $300 $0 0.00%

4 Road Infrastructure $3,649 $1,046 28.67%

5 Water & Sewerage Infrastructure $685 $9 1.31%

6 Office Equip $402 $76 18.91%

7 QTC - Loan Redemption $272 $66 24.26%
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5. Road Works Expenditure: Year to 30 September 2020 
 

 

Budget 

$(000)

Expended 

YTD Actual 

$(000)

% of Budget 

Expended

Total Road Expenditure $6,106 $1,565 26%

1 Rural Roads $1,200 $275 23%

2 Town Streets $1,100 $407 37%

3 Private Works $80 $54 68%

4 RMPC Works $1,916 $532 28%

5 Flood Damage $1,000 $295 30%

6
Other (Landsborough 

Highway Rehab) $810 $2
0%

 
6. ATTACHMENTS 
 

 Capital Funding Detail  

 Rate Arrears Summary  

 Revenue & Expenditure Summary  

 Balance Sheet
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Capital Expenditure as at 30 September 2020 

   

Projects       

Asset 
Class/GL 
Number 

Job Number Project Description Funding 
source 

Actual to 
date 

% of budget Budgeted 
Project Costs 

2020-21 

Total - Actual 
Project Costs 

Total - Budgeted 
Project Costs  

                  

Airport                 

242-4000-0 8000-3601-0 Augathella Airstrip Upgrade DISER $0   $300,000      

                  

  Sub total     $0 0.00% $300,000      

                  

Land 8000-0070-0 Industrial Estate  BoR $325,441 81.36% $400,000      

589-4000-0 8000-0077-78-79 industrial Estate COVID/LRCI $0 0.00% $600,000      

                  

  Sub total     $325,441 32.54% $1,000,000      

                  

Buildings 8000-1785-0 Life on the Brisbane Line OTI $609,326 121.87% $500,000      

360-4000-0 8000-1885-0 Planetarium at Cosmos (BoR)   $0 0.00% $0      

  8000-1891-0 Cosmos Upgrade - Stage 3 GTI $252,783 38.89% $650,000      

  8000-2550-0 Solar fitout to Buildings W4Qld $164,565 0.00% $150,000      

  8000-2501-0 Charleville housing Drought $0 0.00% $125,000      

  8000-2502-0 Augathella housing Drought $474 0.00% $125,000      

  8000-2560-0 Charleville Gym extension BoR $0 0.00% $265,120      

  8000-2570-0 Upgrade Council Chambers LRCI $0 0.00% $150,000      
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  8000-2576-0 Augathella shower/toilet LRCI $0 0.00% $200,000      

  8000-2582-0 Morven tourist office 
COVID 
W4Q $0 0.00% $100,000      

  8000-2583-0 Augathella historical museum 
COVID 
W4Q $0 0.00% $100,000      

  8000-2586-0 
Town hall upgrades - 
Augathella/Morven 

COVID 
W4Q $0 0.00% $200,000      

                  

  Sub total     
$1,027,14

8 40.04% $2,565,120      

                  

Other 
Structures 8000-1781-0 

WWII Tourism project (moved 
to GTI and OTI projects)   -$142,187 0.00% $30,000      

370-4000-0 8000-1892-0 Morven Rail (Freight) Hub DISER $991,582 50.85% $1,950,000      

  8000-2357-0 Shade over Morven skate park   $0 0.00% $50,000      

  8000-2358-0 
Upgrade Children Pool - 
Drought Drought $0 0.00% $150,000      

  8000-2359-0 
Automatic gate for Charleville 
depot   $0 0.00% $60,000      

  8000-2361-0 Morven Truck wash BoR $0 0.00% $925,100      

  8000-2360-0 Swimming Pool Roof   $17,706 88.53% $20,000      

  8000-2365-0 Regional Connectivity 
Remote 
Com $646,747 88.54% $730,425      

  8000-2368-0 Morven Rec Lighting - Drought Drought $0 0.00% $110,000      

  8000-2520-0 Charleville Racecourse Works W4QLD $0 0.00% $100,000      

  8000-2571-0 Lighting Alfred St Bridge LRCI $0 0.00% $67,000      

  8000-2577-0 Charleville Racecourse Works LRCI $0 0.00% $200,000      

  8000-2579-0 Weighbridge LRCI $0 0.00% $400,000      

  8000-2585-0 Columbarion installation COVID $0 0.00% $20,000      
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Augathella W4Q 

  8000-2587-0 Digital connectivity upgrade 
COVID 
W4Q $0 0.00% $150,000      

                  

  Sub total     
$1,513,84

8 30.51% $4,962,525      

                  

Plant 
Replaceme
nt 8000-1200-0 Heavy and Light Plant   $246,668 13.70% $1,800,000      

445-4000-0                 

                  

  Sub total     $246,668 13.70% $1,800,000      

                  

  8000-2305-0 
Kerb & Channel Annual 
allocation   $16,729 0.00% $100,000      

Roads 8000-2581-0 
Charleville Airport Qantas 
Drive 

COVID 
W4Q $0 0.00% $100,000      

525-4000-0 8000-2584-0 Levee bank remediation 
COVID 
W4Q $0 0.00% $200,000      

  8000-1500-0 R2R balance R2R $0 0.00% $49,133      

  8000-3021-0 Charleville River Clearing W4Qld $0 0.00% $600,000      

  8001-4001-0 Adavale Rd R2R $0 0.00% $210,000      

  8000-4049-0 Khybar Rd Reseal R2R $0 0.00% $320,000      

  8001-3040-0 Footpaths Annual allocation   $93,977 62.65% $150,000      

  8001-4050-0 R2R/TIDS Killarney Rd R2R/TIDS $866,468 66.28% $1,307,340      

  8003-4050-0 R2R/TIDS Killarney Rd R2R/TIDS $69,216 10.77% $642,660      

  8003-4001-0 Adavale Rd R2R $0 0.00% $270,000      

  Sub total     
$1,046,39

0 26.50% $3,949,133      
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Water 8000-5252-0 Water Mains Augathella   $0 0.00% $50,000      

555-4000-0 8000-5254-0 Water Mains Charleville   $467 0.31% $150,000      

  8000-5260-0 Water Mains Morven   $8,996 9.00% $100,000      

  8000-5272-0 Charleville Showground Retic Drought $0 0.00% $75,000      

  8000-5273-0 Augathella Brassington Retic  Drought $0 0.00% $75,000      

  8000-5275-0 Bores - Colladi   $0 0.00% $35,000      

  Sub total     $9,463 1.95% $485,000      

                  

Sewerage 8000-5350-0 Sewerage Augathella   $0 0.00% $50,000      

585-4000-0 8000-5360-0 Sewerage Charleville   $0 0.00% $150,000      

  Sub total     $0 0.00% $200,000      

                  

  8000-1774-0 Communications   $0 0.00% $5,000      

Office 
Equip 8000-1787-0 Animal control   $0 0.00% $0      

597-4000-0 8000-1782-0 Desktop PC's   $0 0.00% $10,000      

  8000-1783-0 IT Hardware   $0 0.00% $0      

  8000-1788-0 ECM Software   $76,098 19.66% $387,090      

  Sub total     $76,098 18.93% $402,090      

                  

  Total Capital     
$4,245,05

6 27.10% $15,663,868      

                  

Int & 
Redemp No Job # Current Loans Payments   $0 0.00% $272,000      

640-672-
5000                 

  Sub total     $0 0.00% $272,000      

                  

GRAND 
TOTAL       

$4,245,05
6 26.64% $15,935,868      
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Human Resources Report 
 
From:  Kerry-Ann Reading – Human Resources Manager  
Ordinary Meeting –    September 2020  

 
RECRUITMENT 

VACANCIES APPOINTMENTS RESIGNATIONS 

Internal 
1. Multiskilled Plant Operator 
2. Multiskilled Plant Operator (Backhoe) 
3.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Normie Baker 
 

External 
1. EOI Plant Operators 
2. Diesel Fitters 
3. Engineering Technical Officer 
4. Director Corporate Services 
5. Tourism Manager 

 
Open 12 months 
Fabian Hardwick 
2/10 
2/10 
16/9 

 
 
 
Brendan Edwards 
Ken Timms 
Monique Johnson 
 

 

TRAINEES/APPRENTICES 

 
1. Plumbing Apprentice – Oliver Aitken (2nd year) 
2. Diesel Fitter Apprentice – Jaidyn Erickson (3nd year) & Luke Worthington (1st year) 

  2020 - 2021 2019 - 2020 2018 - 2019 

Pay 
Periods 

Dates Hours Amount Hours Amount Hours Amount 

1 – 2  20/06/2020 – 
17/07/2020 

1139 $49,816 
769 $32,352 1254 $52,076 

3 - 4 18/07/2020 – 
14/08/2020 

1150 $48,946 
850 $36,864 1345 $56,328 

5 - 6 15/08/2020 – 
11/09/2020 

1105 $48,079 
789 $35,032 1326 $53,731 

7 - 8    724 $30,806 1248 $50,091 

9 - 10    947 $39,055 1415 $55,305 

11 - 12    985 $41,575 1339 $52,149 

13 - 14    728 $31,018 1010 $38,190 

15 - 16    760 $33,865 1117 $46,163 

17 – 18    895 $41,131 907 $36,228 

19 - 20    1251 $59,664 528 $20,953 

21 - 22    1036 $44,301 1084 $45,992 

23 - 24    1584 $71,864 880 $35,916 

25 - 26    1105 $48,144 921 $37,746 

 

ENTERPRISE BARGAINING 

n/a 
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TRAINING 

Course No. Attended 

First Aid 36 

  

POLICIES  

Drafts Due for Review 

1. HR-010 Leave (other than parental and 
domestic violence) 
 

1. HR-002 Attendance & Absenteeism 
2. HR-003 Performance & Misconduct 
3. HR-005 Domestic & Family Violence 
4. HR-007 Drug & Alcohol  
5. HR-008 Smoking 
6. HR-009 Bullying & Harassment 
7. HR-013 Fitness for Duty 
8. HR-019 Social Media 
9. HR-022 Recruitment & Selection 
10. HR-024 Code of Conduct 
11. HR-028 Mobile Phone 

Repealed (for Council Approval) 

Nil 

OTHER 

 Performance Appraisals  to be completed annually – not mandatory 

 Staff Breakfast & Xmas Party – TBA 
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Drug & Alcohol Testing  19-20 
 
Testing has been put on  
hold due to the  
COVID-19 virus. 
 
This will start again when it is safe 
to do so. 
 

 

     Murweh Shire Council  
WORKPLACE HEALTH & SAFETY  REPORT 
 

Written by:   John Wallace (WHSA) 

INCIDENT REPORTS RECORDED SINCE LAST REPORT  

Report No Date Incident type Department 

No Incidents to report – excellent month 

 
  

  

OCTOBER 2020 

Inductions 20-21  
Contractor Inductions -    9 
Council Induction        -    5 
Work Experience        -    0   
 
 

 

 
 

As the pandemic continues to affect our day-to-day lives, it's 
safe to say this year has challenged even the most resilient 
amongst us at times. With all Australians regularly facing 
varying degrees of restrictions, it's unsurprising that many of 
us are feeling fatigued, flat or even despondent.  
Beyond Blue, is ensuring more people in Australia have 
access to the information and resources they need to help 
look after their mental health.  
 
There's never been a more important time to talk openly 
about mental health. Because when we connect, we feel 
better.  
 
The Beyond Blue Support Service provides advice and support via 

telephone 24/7 (just call 1300 22 4636), daily web chat (between 3pm–

12am) and email (with a response provided within 24 hours). 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11% 
0% 

56% 

11% 

22% 

0% 0% 

0% 

0% 

BY DEPARTMENT 

Administration

Community &
Environmental Services
Group
Roadworks

Carpenter

Parks / Garden / Town
Crews

Water Sewerage

Workshop

October is Mental Health Month 
aaaaAudit Plan 

Next WHS Meeting –    26 October 2020 

Think Safe                                  Work Safe                                          Home Safe 

Take 5’s 
July 2020 – 79% 
August 2020 – 65% 
September 2020 – 67% 

Hazard Inspections Completed 

 Charleville Bore Station 

 Augathella Bore Station 

 Morven Bore Station 

 Charleville Sewerage Wells 

 
Procedures Reviewed 

 12 reviewed  
 

 
Test and Tag 

Slowly making progress  

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-support
https://online.beyondblue.org.au/WebModules/Chat/InitialInformation.aspx
https://online.beyondblue.org.au/WebModules/Email/InitialInformation.aspx
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Murweh Shire Council 

Cosmos Report 
 
From: Allyn Hartley 
Cosmos Centre Co-Ordinator. 

 

Report for  

 
Month of September 2020 
 

Monthly Statistics 

 
Cosmos Tourism Breakdown: 
 
The September school holiday’s has been a continuation of full shows.  We have had daily wait-
lists with more people than were booked onto a night shows. 
 
Covid 19 requirements have been a very big manpower requirement with the increase in 
customers entering the Cosmos Centre.  We have had to use a numbered card system allocated to 
customers upon arrival in conjunction with temperature checks.  At times we have had to restrict 
access to some customers until others departed the Cosmos building.  The system worked well 
and most customers were obliging with either waiting or returning latter when required. 
 
Lost revenue for the Month was contributed to cloudy days and nights.   
 
The numbers of people attending tours for September has been very steady, as seen in figure 1.  
We had a break in at the Cosmos Centre, Sunday 20/9/20 with the loss of our safe and contents.  
We lost trade and time on the Sunday as police had to conduct fingerprinting etc. We re-opened 
the Cosmos Centre at 4PM.  On the 26th of September 20 we had a fan unit on the air conditioner 
breakdown.  The part was ordered and we have been without full air conditioning for the remaining 
week of September.  We also have had a number of staff away due to school holidays.  For these 
reasons, I have had to use the remaining staff in excess of their normal allocated hours to achieve 
outcome on tours. The staff allocated and trained were not sufficient for the height of the school 
holiday period.  This was attributed to the Covid 19 (Mar – Jun) restrictions on trading and then the 
opening of Covid restrictions so rapidly.  Strongly suggest that next peak season, with or without 
Covid 19 restrictions we look harder at the staff required to achieve the aim. 
 
 
 
 
Allyn Hartley 
Cosmos Centre Co-Ordinator 
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Figure 1: Number of people attending tours  

 
 

 
Figure 2: Lost revenue due to Cloud. 
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Murweh Shire Council Visitor Information 

Centre Report 
Report for September 2020 

 

Visitor Numbers for September 2020 

September has been a busy month with our visitor numbers surpassing September 2019 and 2018! 
From feedback supplied from visitors many are saying they are staying a third night as there is more than they 
thought to see and do. 
Total for September 2020: 2183 
 

 
 

Charleville Visitor Information Centre Business 

 
Foyer  
During September we have made a World War II display area, continued with the botanical displays, we are offering 
tea, coffee and a range of biscuits for Driver Reviver, added specimen jars of bilby (male, female and joey) wallaroo 
and yellow footed rock wallaby poo which has been popular with all ages. When people are disappointed at not 
seeing the bilbies we can say ‘but you can see bilby poo” and then we tell them the good news story of the bilby 
baby boom during Covid. 
 
Souvenir Stock 
We have added locally made beef jerky and children’s books to our stock for sale. 
In September our souvenir sales totalled $4,283.35 (last year September was $2,061.30 and the year total was 
$12,259.10. 
 
Grounds 
We have recommenced watering the picnic area which is already greening up nicely and repositioned the picnic 
tables under the trees to start to make the area more inviting and already it is being used by visitors as a picnic area.  
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Other 

 During this month I escorted David McGonagall around town and to the botanic reserve. David is writing a 
piece for the Sydney Morning Herald. 

 Recommenced the brochure recycling container. 

 New plants have been planted in the front pots and are blooming already making the place look special. 
 
Feedback 
We continue to get overwhelming feedback on the Botanic Reserve. 
“I am a wildflower enthusiast and was given the best advice on where to see them. The Botanic Gardens were 
delightful. We spent a couple of hours walking around finding little treasures. We returned to the Tourist Centre to 
get some help identifying them. Thank you!’’ Sandra 
 
“The Botanic Reserve was excellent, wonderful natives in flower. It will be brilliant when completed. Danielle and the 
staff at the centre were excellent. Very friendly with excellent knowledge and great service.” 
 
Training 
I completed my First Aid Training on the 28 September. I would like to see more of our staff at the VIC with their first 
aid plus a defibrulator here. It is proven that defibs save 30% more lives. 
 
Transportion 
We receive a large amount of enquiries re transportation around town from both visitors and ‘locals’such as nurses 
who have come to do a stint working here. Now the train is back to twice a week we are seeing an increase of people 
arriving one train day and staying till next train day. A courtesy bus and even push bikes for hire could be a welcome 
addition in the future. 
 
Walks and Trails 
I am currently re-writing the Warrego River Walk and The Cobb & CO Trail Guide for our visitors. 
 
Recommendation: 
Sign/Town Map 
A sign similar to the one at the front of Cosmos and Town Hall/Post Office, out the front of the VIC could assist with 
travellers when centre is closed. It could host accommodation providers and points of interest marked on there as 
well? People pull up to view the A frame boards so this may be useful for when the centre is not open and keep the 
area a little tidier as well. 
 
 

 
 
Kind Regards, 
Danielle Lancaster 
VIC Coordinator 
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Murweh Shire Council  
Council Report September 2020 

 

REPORT: Top Secret WWII Tour & Base – September 2020 – Sam Cunningham 

 
September figures 
 
September has been the busiest, most successful month since WWII Tours started; we had a total of 941 
guests purchase a tour which is over 400 more guests than last years September figure.  
 
New Top Secret WWII Base 
 
The new Top Secret Base had its soft opening on the 2nd October. Since opening we have had a total of 189 
guests through the door, most guests are spending 15-20 minutes in the Base itself. We are currently 
charging $5 Adult $2.50 Children; I will include a more detailed report on the Base next month, after a full 
month of operations. 
 I am excited as to what the next few months entail regarding the base. With a few technical teething issues 
over the opening weekend which have now been resolved, the feedback from guests has been fantastic so 
far. We are all excited and optimistic for stage 2. 
   
Feedback 
 
The general feedback from September has again been excellent. Most guests were extremely satisfied with 
the tour and tour guide. Only a handful of feedback forms fell short of 10/10. One comment we do often 
receive is “Very good value for money” as good as this is, I do feel a slight increase of around 20% in price 
would not deter customers from still purchasing. 
 
 We also introduced a new casual WWII guide (Emily Egan) to our team; she has been fantastic, extremely 
keen to learn and provides a professional service to our guests. Emily has been vital, in allowing me to step 
back from the tours and complete the jobs necessary to opening the new Base in time, whilst she still 
provides for our guests. Emily would be highly beneficial as the second guide, for either the Base or the 
Tours, her retail and customer service skills are brilliant and she has doubled up as a casual for Danielle 
when required at the VIC. 
 
 
Areas to improve 
 
Moving forward into 2021, we will need to create a strategic/business plan so that the WWII tours, Base 
and Cosmos Centre and tours, compliment each other, to prevent clashing and large gaps in the day in 
which tourists will then leave the Top Secret Precinct. Ideally we would like to retain tourists in this 
complex all day as opposed forwards and backwards into town as this is a deterrent. With attractions such 
as the Cosmos Centre, WWII Tours and Base, RFDS, Aviation Museum and potentially 2 cafes (Mulga & 
Cosmos) tourists should be spending the majority of their day here.  
 
I would advise that the dirt road around the back of the medical centre be gravelled as this is the only 
section which becomes saturated after heavy rain, with the predicted wet summer on its way, I feel this 
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would prevent frequent cancellations due to poor traction, also for a WH&S matter, it prevents guests from 
slipping in the mud.  
 
Logistically, this year has been rather challenging. Currently, we are using the “Experience Charleville” car 
for the WWII tours. I am aware that this topic has been previously discussed, however in peak season; we 
run 3 tours a day (which has been pushed to 4 when we had reliable staff). 3 tours take 5.5 -6  hours a day.  
 
Looking ahead for 2021, I believe it would be extremely beneficial for the WWII Tour/Base to have its own 
vehicle in which guides can conduct tours and other daily necessary operational procedures (e.g. banking, 
meetings).  This then allows the Tourism Manager use of their vehicle freely, unlike many occasions this 
year.  
 
Overall 
 
As a whole WWII Tours have been a huge success this month, with the borders to other states still closed, 
we were apprehensive about how September would unfold. Surprisingly and pleasingly Queenslanders 
have done themselves proud.  
 
As you can see in the data 
provided, September 2020 is an 
anomaly compared to previous 
years. With the impact of Covid 
travel restrictions, lack of 
international travel, I believe the 
end of 2020 season will extend as 
far as early December.  
 
Keep up the good work, well done 
team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam Cunningham 
WWII Secret Base & Tour Guide  
 

 

 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2017

2018

2019

2020



33 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Murweh Shire Council Tourism Report 
Report for September 2020 

 

Community Programs - Meetings with Individuals and Groups 

 

Meetings/engagements  Issue/s Actual Date 

Mark Hampel Introduction of Date Farm tours 22/9/20 

Bus Queensland Competition through Bus Qld & Charleville promotion 25/9/20 

Wholesale reservations Sunlover/Flight Centre updates 28/9/20 

QTIC Accreditation for WWII & Cosmos Product 29/9/20 

Peter Bellingham Short videos for  Murweh 30/9/20 

Charleville App -http://charleville.eventapp.com.au/  

We invite all local businesses to put their product on the App and promote one application rather than 

having many social sites for everything. Details to be emailed to tourism@murweh.qld.gov.au  
 

Events  

Please forward any upcoming events via email & include Who, What, Where & When details and a good hi 

res image if wanting it added as well as we shop with our eyes.  

 

Experience Charleville Website stats – Data collection 

 

 
September 2019-September 2020 shows a 

119% increase in users. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://charleville.eventapp.com.au/
mailto:tourism@murweh.qld.gov.au


34 
 

 

 

General Tourism Business and Operations 

 

   Well we have had a few changes since the last report and the numbers are going crazy in Outback 

Queensland. All regions talking about numbers like they’ve never had before so Covid has increased the 

visitation to Outback Queensland and also the demographic has changed compared to the previous years. 

Lots of travellers have been using motel accommodation rather than the traditional camper/van. There are 

plenty of grey nomads still but great to see others making the trip and enjoying what we have on offer here. 

   This month we saw the completion of Stage 1 of the WWII Secret Base. Fantastic display completed by 

Xzibit and we look forward to the second stage when the time comes. A huge thanks to Sam Cunningham 

who has put in a lot of his own time and work time to get the display completed. Ben Heinemann and Rod 

Gallegos, these two men have done a brilliant job and offered much support and ideas when and where 

required. The WWII Secret Base is ready for visitors and it’s a fabulous new opportunity for locals and 

visitors alike. 

   We have come to the end of what we call the official tourism season but in the light of Covid we are 

looking at an extended season with bookings currently on the system up to November. Bus Queensland has 

helped lengthen the season with their 10 draws that offer a travel pass to Charleville with accommodation 

and tour tickets for the winners. Four of these draws have already been won with six to go over the next 

three weeks. The winners will contact our administration team to make their travel plans and Bus 

Queensland has covered the costs and we thank them for this opportunity. 

   Mark and Veronica Hampel have the local date farm that has been growing in size and numbers over the 

last few years. Mark has recently approached us for some direction in developing the product. This will be 

another great product to add to the Murweh See and Do list as it will increase the overnight stay and the 

average spend in region. People are looking for that ‘eco-tourism’ product and this would slide straight into 

that category. 

   This month the Queensland Tourism Industry Council Accreditation process was again completed and 

updated for the next twelve months. This will cover our two major attractions (Cosmos & WWII) and 

enables our product a bigger front when it comes to marketing on other channels and with OQTA and TEQ. 

Especially with recently receiving the Queensland Tourism Icons Grant, it is very important that we keep 

these accreditations up. 

   Sunlover Holidays and Flight Centre have been promoting Outback Queensland very successfully in 

recent months. We have updated our contract rates with them again as they need to be 18 months in advance 

for their marketing practices. We have seen a huge rise in our Stars and Secrets packages lately; this month 

coming we will host 24 couples which is totally unheard of for this time of the year. Normally we would on 

average 2-4 a month so this growth is fabulous. 

   As you would all be aware by now, this will be my very last council report and I can honestly say I have 

thoroughly enjoyed the position and the work. You have an amazing team on the ground operating the 

tourism sector and should be very proud of each and every one of them. They come to work and give 100% 

every day of the week. The feedback we have been receiving on Google My Business, Facebook, Trip 

Advisor and more have been amazing. Tourism can be so different to other areas of council as the team are 

expected to be happy 24/7 and face the public every day of the week and that can be a job within itself. 

These ladies and gents are passionate about their product and their passion and determination shines through 

and makes the visitors stay an experience we hope they will remember forever. Thank you very much for the 

opportunity and I wish you all the very best for the future of Murweh. 

 

Signing off one last time…. 

 

Kind Regards,  

Monique Johnson 

Tourism Manager              
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Environmental & Health Services 
Report 
 
From:  Richard Ranson – Director of Environmental & Health Services  
Ordinary Meeting –  15th October 2020  
 

Water testing conducted in Charleville, Augathella and Morven. No contamination detected. 
 

Have implemented as many of the recommendation from the Department of Environment and 
Science as we can at the moment, and keeping them updated as we progress. I visited the 
upgraded STP at Cunnamulla on Friday the 11th September, and ‘Pensar’, the company that 
managed the project will be preparing a preliminary design / Quotation / Program / and 
methodology report for Murweh Shire Council. They are also doing this for Quilpie Shire 
Council. 

Registrations 

Lifetime 14 for September Total 1073 

Annual 10 for September Total 22 (for 2020/2021) 

Seized Dogs 

Total seized 5 Reclaimed 0 

Adopted 0 Euthanized 3 

Wild Dog Scalps 2020/2021 Wild Dog Destruction Budget Remaining 

Male 94, Female 62, Puppies 0    total 156 $138,225 

 

Offence Number Issued Total Value 

Impounded Dogs 0 $0 

Barking Dog 0 $0 

Unregistered Dog 0 $0 

Wandering Dog 0 $0 

Littering 0 $0 

Wandering Stock 0 $0 

Total 0 $0 

Type Received Resolved Pending 

Dogs 1 1 0 

Overgrown 
allotments 

3 2 1 

Other 0 0 0 

Charleville No issues to report. 

Augathella No issues to report. 

Morven No issues to report. 

 

WATER TESTING 

SEWERAGE / WASTEWATER 

DOG CONTROL 

FINES ISSUED / REVENUE 

COMPLAINTS MANAGEMENT 

LANDFILLS 
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Inspections conducted 0 

Complaints 0 

Quotes received from local contractor for construction of slab for water park. Will proceed once 
availability and timeline is agreed and confirmed. Works on the toddlers’ pool to make entry 
and exit much safer, are nearing completion. 
 

 
Poisoning of regrowth and removal of debris from watercourses. 
 

 
Cold room has been installed in stock routes compound for baiting programs. This allows us 
full independence and does not inconvenience a local business where we used to rent a cold 
room at approximately $3000 per baiting program. In two years’ time the rent saved will have 
paid for the cold room. 
 
Aerial baiting will be conducted from the 19th to 21st October, with ground baiting the following 
week on the 26th and 27th October. The baiting has been split over two weeks to address the 
issue of fatigue management. 
 
It is likely that this will be the last baiting program with 1080 supplied free by state government. 
Future  baiting programs will require each bait to be injected individually, with chemical being 
purchased by council. 
 

FOOD PREMISES 

SWIMMING POOL 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL (RIVER) 

STOCK ROUTES 
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Engineering Services 
Report 
From:   Paul O’Connor – Director of Engineering Services 
Ordinary Meeting – 15 October 2020 

 
Local Roads 
TIDS 

 Killarney Rd 46.63 – 54.7 – 100% 

 
 
Projects Update  
Water Main Replacement  Program 20-21 

 Augathella – Cavanagh St  

 Charleville – Edward St 

 Morven – Albert & Eurella St 

Sewerage Replacement Program 20-21 

 Augathella - Jane St – Switchboard 

 Charleville – West St – sewer rising main 

Footpath / Kerb Program 20-21 

 Morven – Albert St – footpath and kerb & channel – 100% 

 Morven – Victoria St, outside pub – footpath & wheelchair access – 100% 

 Augathella – Annie St – footpath 100% 

To do: 

 Kerb & Channel – costings for design  

 Charleville – Burke St - footpath 

 
Other 

 Morven Skate Park Shade Sail – on site Nov 3 

 Morven Playground fence – 100%  

 AMP Buildings – starting October, complete 2020. 

 Power & lights -  Netball court 3 – quotes - unfunded 

 Augathella Airport Extension – November 

 Reticulation – Brassington Park & Charleville Showgrounds – tender awarded on site 29 

OCtober 

 
 

Roadworks 
Program October to Christmas (will go into new year):  

 TMR project 13A – started 6 October 

 Augathella airport extension 

 Killarney Road Ch 71.8 – 75.7 

 Widenings – Adavale Rd & Khyber Rd 
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New Year  

 2 TMR projects Jan – June 2021 

 
Flood Damage 

 Approx. $18M worth of works – tender for PM – recommendation this report 

 
Industrial Estate 

 Industrial Estate Roadworks – contractor on site 19 October 

. 
Plant Replacement 

 Stump grinder here and operating  

 SES Troupe ordered 

 Tenders awarded for tractor & backhoe 

 Recommendation for grader in this report 

 
W4Q ($1.43M) 

 Roadworks - $400k – 100% 

 Bladder - $130K – 100% (overspent) 

 River Clearing – $600k - waiting direction 

 Racecourse - $100k – summer (off season) 

 Solar Panels $200k – 100% 

 
W4Q Covid ($1.27M) 

 Qantas Drive $100K 

 Morven Tourist Office - $100k 

 Augathella History Museum - $100K 

 Levee Bank Remediation - $200K 

 Columbarium - $20k 

 Town Hall renewals - $200k 

 Industrial Estate telecommunications - $210k 

 Industrial Estate water services - $190k 

 Digital Connectivity Upgrade - $150K 

Local Shire Roads 
 

A summary of the capital works and maintenance activities on Local Shire Roads is listed below. 

Road Name Maintenance Grading (km) 

Barngo Road 77 

Middle Creek Road 17 + QRA 

Hillgrove Road 0.69 



39 
 

 

Tantellon Road 1.87 

Old Charleville Road 0.5 

Yanna Road 4.04 

Caroline Crossing 28.38 + QRA 

TOTAL 129.48 
 
 

RMPC  
 
A summary of the capital works and maintenance activities on Council Regional Roads is listed 
below 

 
 
 

 

 
No report for water and sewerage for the month of September. 
 

Electrical 
 

Activity Charleville Augathella Morven 

Design and quotes for new MSB at Cosmos with 
generator back-up 

   

New observatory roof motor card change – error 
7 

   

Cracked drum and spokes on A/C #1 at 
racecourse complex. Strip and design 

   

Road 
No 

Road Name 
Shouldering 

(km)  
Edge Repairs 

(m3) 
Crack Sealing 

(m3) 
Gravel Carted 

(m3) 

13A 
Morven  - 

Augathella 
    

13B 
Augathella  - 

Tambo 
 8.5 4  

18F 
Mitchell - 
Morven 

    

18G 
Morven - 

Charleville 
    

23B 
Cunnamulla - 

Charleville 
    

23C 
Charleville - 
Augathella 

17.13   1788 

93A 
Charleville - 

Quilpie 
    

 TOTAL 17.13 8.5 4 1788 

Water & Sewerage 
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strengthening collars for retro-fit 

Installation of U.G. power from workshop office 
building for stores shed and then on to stock 
routes shed. Installation of cables, conduits and 
2 x new distribution boards. Upgrade existing 
board at stores to facilitate extension. 

   

Replace faulty fluros at mechanics workshop    

Sewerage pump station #3 Augathella – reset 
pump 

   

Fault find and rectify sewerage pump at ‘John 
Edwards’ 

   

Swimming pool pre-start checks and tests of 
electrical installation. Lawn re-tic pump 
installation and associated works 

   

Blown up metering board at water tower. 
Replace switchboard and property pole in 
preparation for Ergon change over 

   

Cosmos iCloud key install    

First aid & CPR course    

Breakdown fountain pump at car park for 
replacement of top spring seal 

   

Leaking float on AC at Morven town hall    

 

Building 

 

Activity Charleville Augathella Morven 

Crossings at Brisbane Line Building    

Construct fence at Brisbane Line Building    

Patched window and other damages at Cosmos 
Centre 

   

Concrete for kids swimming pool    

Resprayed around edge of swimming pool and 
fence posts 

   

 

Town Maintenance 
 

Activity Charleville Augathella Morven 

Grave Digging 3 1 0 

Edge Break    

Pothole Patching    

Repair Seal Defects    

Bitumen Sealing (Reseal)    

Heavy Patching/Pavement Repair     
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Workshop 
 
Heavy Vehicle Inspections 
Based on the amount of preventative maintenance carried out on our machines due for the Heavy 
Vehicle inspections, the MSC had much higher success rate than 2019.  

 8 units passed initial inspection 

 6 units were “self-sign off” only requiring only minimal repairs (reflectors, faded signs etc.) 

 2 units required repairs that needed an authorised Roadworthy inspector to provide a 
clearance 

Council Yard Auction 
Pickles have been to the site and catalogued all of the surplus items to be sold in the Auction. 
These will be advertised once pickles have all of the items listed on their auction site. 

Gravel Resheeting    

Shoulder Grading    

Table Drain & Floodway 
Maintenance 

   

Clear Culverts    

Subsurface Drains    

Slashing    

Hand Mowing    

Clearing    

Weed Spraying    

Maintain Signs    

Guide Post Maintenance    

Footpath Works    

Line Marking    

Kerb & Channel    

Street Furniture Maintenance    

Riverwalk  Maintenance    

Litter Collection    

Pit Maintenance    

Dead Animals    

Other 

Works Requests    

Put Up Street Banners    

Playground Inspections    

Clean BBQs    

Slash Gully    

Plant Flowers    

Fix Sprays in Park    

Water pots in Main Street    

Mow Ovals & Parks     

Service Plant    

New Signs    
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Machine Tenders 
The grader tender has closed and a recommendation report should be a part of this council 
meeting. 
Fitter Employment 
Fabian Hardwick has accepted a role with the MSC as a Diesel Fitter and he is to start on the 12th 
of October. 

 

Assets Department 
 
Flood Damage Works 

 Progress report and Project Management for March 2019 event 

 Progress report submission, closeout preparation of submission 1 – Killarney 

Road 

 Closeout draft completed – Submission 1 on Killarney Road 

 Preparation of works program for delivery of approved works 

 Feb 2020 Event 

 Meetings with QRA’s RLO and meeting with PM for planning and updates 

 RFQ queries for project management responses 

 Project Management tender assessment and  

 Capitalisation and Asset Management 

 Update of water and sewerage asset systems, web maps and apps  

 Creating road information model with all transport assets – Road asset register 

continued 

 SWIM – Qld-Water annual report 

 Data preparation for water and sewerage usage, faults and other KPI’s and 

submitted 

 

Industrial Estate 
 
Data Comms Conduits 
A further length of NBN conduit has been pre-installed under the road to be constructed.  This will 
negate the need to dig up the road and drains later. In all, five pre-installations have been carried 
out. 
 
 
Roads & Stormwater 
Analysis of the responses to the call for tenders showed that Bellwether were not only the lowest 
tenderer but also best satisfied the selection criteria. They were awarded the contract at the 
September Council meeting. 
Bellwether visited the site on 28th & 29th September for familiarisation and also for a meeting with 
the DES and Project Manager. 
It is expected that work on site will start on or about 19th October. 
Retention Basin 
The rim and sides of the stormwater retention basin had suffered significant erosion since being 
completed.  This has now been repaired and the rim has been stabilised with well-compacted 
earth, combined with reshaping to prevent running water from entering the basin over the sides. 
The inner sidewalls of the basin have also been protected with geofabric.  The basin is now well 
protected from rainfall. However, like any earth structure, it will need monitoring, and any problems 
that start to become evident should be repaired before they become significant. 
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Power Supply 
Ergon delivered nineteen power poles to the estate during the month, and sixteen of these have 
been erected.  No power cables have yet been installed to Stage 2. 
 
 

Development Approvals 
 

BA 
Number 

Lot_Plan Applicant Name 
Service 
Address 

Type of Works Approval Date 

7502 L1 RP211063 
Darren & Sandra 
Gurney 

164-166 Parry 
Street, 
Charleville QLD 
4470 

Construction of 
shed 

03/09/2020 

7511 L33 SP226232 
Chris Thomas 
Construction 

54 Albert Park 
Road, Charleville 
QLD 4470 

Construction of 
dwelling 

03/09/2020 

7512 L2 RP88600 Shaun Cornwell 

22 Deverell 
Street, 
Charleville QLD 
4470 

Construction of 
shed 

03/09/2020 

7513 L43 C14012 
Chris Thomas 
Construction 

60-68 Watson 
Street, 
Charleville QLD 
4470 

Construction of 
new school 
amenities 

03/09/2020 

7515 L122 OR316 
Hutchinson 
Builders 

230 Parry Street, 
Charleville QLD 
4470 

New water 
connection 

11/09/2020 

7516 L2 P87953 
Alan & Lesley 
Macdonald 

277 Alfred 
Street, 
Charleville QLD 
4470 

Extension to 
dwelling 

23/09/2020 

7518 L1 RP59980 Sweeney Burey 
66 Albert Street 
Morven QLD 
4468 

Install above 
ground pool & 
fence 

23/09/2020 
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COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. 1 x Motor Grader REPLACEMENT – Tender MG1.20-21 

 
Purpose 
To replace our Disposed CAT 140H Grader as per the Plant Replacement Schedule  
 
Discussion  
Three Businesses replied to the tender with the MSC being supplied quotes for 4 different 
machines. This was a very close tender, with manufacturers/dealers increasing their inclusions 
and quoted price more than the MSC has seen before. This is proof the MSC Tender feedback 
process is working to drive for better deals for the MSC. 
 
The assessment panel had to score on the following questions: 

 Submitted Prices (20%) 

 Evidence of Aftersales service and parts support and offered technical training, 
including any included service agreement. (30%) 

 Operational Features – Features that make this machine package standout from the 
opposition and ability to perform beyond expectations. (30%) 

 Warranty – warranty with the best conditions and period of time that best suits the 
MSC. (20%) 

 
Below are the scores from each of the assessment panel. 

Assessment Panel Scores 

  Assessors 
Make/Grader A B C D E AVG % 

Komatsu GD655-7 95 98 80 94 98 93 

CAT 140 (12M) 91 91 35 92 99 81.6 

CAT 150(140M) 92 88 55 87 97 83.8 

John Deere 670GP 56 75 32 79 95 67.4 

 
While the machine purchase prices vary quite a lot, there are some very contrasting inclusions 
and machine sizes that were submitted. While the Komatsu GD655-7 and CAT 150 are the 
same size, the CAT 140 and John Deere 670GP are same models of a smaller size. To 
correctly analyse the pricing of the machines, cost of life has to be considered.  
 
Based on our own records, the JD 670GP has a very high maintenance/breakdown rate, and 
being one of the most expensive machines based on the smaller size and the packaged deal, 
it was not a machine of choice. 
 
The differences between Cat machines and the Komatsu, the following comparisons need to 
be made. The average use of our graders currently is 1200Hrs per year, meaning the value 
add of the CAT service contract lowers because we would only use 1200Hrs of the 2000Hr 
contract provided and these machines have the highest maintenance cost of $14.85 per 
machine hour. Meanwhile the Komatsu includes a 6000hr/5yr contract which could be fully 
utilised within the time frame, and has the service cost of $7.76 per machine hour. 
Based on our current replacement forecast of 10 Years, the following calculation can be made, 
using the 12000hrs of grader use within our ten year life span. All figures are based on 
submitted information from the manufacturer/dealer. 
CAT 140 or 150 
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- Free Servicing – 1,200 Hours  
- MSC Service Life – 11,800 Hrs @ $14.85 per machine hour = $175,230 Service cost over 

life. 
- Total Cost projection(Purchase + Service) – 140 = $612,616.89 | 150 = $655,516.89 

 
Komatsu GD655-7 

- Free Servicing – 6,000 Hrs 
- MSC Service Life – 6,000 Hrs @ 7.76 per Machine hour = $46,560 Service Cost over life. 
- Total Cost projection(Purchase + Service) = $521,560.00 

 
Resale Value – Looking at resale values of machines of a similar age and usage, it is noted that 
there is a 10%-15% increase in the resale value of a CAT Grader compared to a Komatsu Grader 
(roughly $10,000 - $15,000 on a 10 year old machine) this amount is not enough to offset the extra 
costs associated with the service costs of the CAT machines. 
 
Fuel Usage – Komatsu was the only manufacturer that supplied data to prove the fuel usage of 
their machine. The provided data for 52 machines over a 6 month period, that is currently in use to 
prove their average of 11.2L per hour. 
 CAT did not provide fuel usage data as they currently say that if the machine uses more 
fuel then intended (14L/hr – 140 | 17L/Hr – 150) then they would give a parts credit to the value of 
extra fuel the machine uses. This deal is only available for a 12 month period. 
Servicing – CAT has stated that they will not charge the MSC for travel for the service contract or 
the warranty life of the machine, BUT only if these repairs are scheduled during the fitters 5-10 
period a month that they are in our area. 
 Komatsu do not charge any travel for any of their servicing or warranty repairs, at any time 
of the machines life. 
Training – CAT offer free operator training at the time of the machine delivery and then charge for 
any future courses. CAT offers Fitter training, but at a cost to the MSC. 
 Komatsu offers free operator training for the life of the machine. Komatsu include 2 free 
machine specific fitter courses in their deal. Any extra courses are at a cost to the MSC 
Comparison - While all machines are graders and essentially do the same thing, the next page 
lists a simple comparison form with the major differences highlighted 
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Based on all of the submitted and supplied information, it was the view of the assessment  
Panel, that the Komatsu GD655-7 grader would be best suited to the MSC for the most cost 
effective, productive and efficient machine, based on the information provided. 
 
Financial Risks:  Nil.  
Environment Risks: Nil. 
Social Risks: Nil. 
 

Recommendation:  
That Council approve the MSC to purchase of the Komatsu GD655-7 Komatsu Grader for the total 
value of $475,000 (EX GST).  

 
2. Roma St West Extension (Old Charleville Road) 

Roma St Morven / Old Charleville Road serves a number of businesses, including Gidgee’s Bush 
Camp. Further requests have been received to seal this section of road. 
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Estimated cost to seal 800m of this road - 8m pavement, 7m seal, is approximately $130,000, 
including an 8m grid. 
Estimated cost to construct a floodway approximately 3.8km on Old Charleville Road is $45,000. 
 
Recommendation  
That Council include sealing of 800m of Roma St Morven in the works program. Note – this work 
may be undertaken by a private contractor. 
 

3. QRA Flood Damage – Project Management of Construction Works 

The three tenders and submitted prices for this project are: 
Tenderer Enginfra Consulting Proterra Group Shepherd 

Tendered Price $ 850K $1.8 M $ 1.3M 
 
Council has already spent $ 450K on project management activity – Engineering assessment and 
total approved value by QRA is $ 1.45M. Total remaining is $ 1M. 
On the tendered prices, only Enginfra Consulting is within the remaining budget for this project.  
Enginfra proposes to utilise both Council’s Day labour and external contractors to deliver the 
restoration works. 
The consultant proposes to use appoint additional contractors for construction management – 
supervision, proof of delivery and Traffic Management. This cost has been factored into his price – 
supervision, accommodation. vehicle etc.   
Russel Hood from Enginfra Consulting will be the Project Manager. He has an excellent 
knowledge of Murweh shire, having previously worked as DES. 
His understanding of the region, including procurement of materials – gravel, water and 
contractors will be beneficial to the program.  
He also has good reputation with both QRA and contractors.     
Tender assessments were done by three assessors independently and matrix is attached in the 
appendix. Snapshot of the overall scores for each tenderer from assessors are detailed below. 

Assessment Score Enginfra 
Consulting 

Proterra Group Shepherd 

Assessor 1 7.8 5.4 6.5 
Assessor 2 8.6 7.05 8.05 
Assessor 3 10 7.8 8.8 

 
Enginfra was assessed highest by all 3 assessors. 
Note: 

 Enginfra Consulting tendered the lowest price 

 Enginfra Consulting is the only tenderer within the allocated budget. 

 Enginfra Consulting has the best knowledge of the region and Murweh shire personnel.   

 

Recommendation  
That Council award Enginfra Consulting contract PM1 20-21 for Project Management of the 2020 
February Flood Event. 
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MURWEH SHIRE COUNCIL ENGINEERING SERVICES COSTING SUMMARY 

     
ROAD MAINTENANCE AND FLOOD DAMAGE 

Council Meeting: 15 October 
2020 

     Road 
No 

Road Name 
Routine Maintenance 

Expenditure 
Flood Damage 

Estimate 
Flood Damage 

Expenditure 

4001 Adavale Road  $       12,326.48      

4002 Alice Downs Road       

4003 Allambie Road       

4004 Allendale - Warrah Road  $        2,245.26      

4005 Armadilla Road       

4006 Bakers Bend Road       

4007 Balmacarra Road  $           177.05      

4008 Bannermans Road       

4009 Barngo Road  $       60,088.56      

4010 Biddenham Road  $        9,302.19      

4011 Bilbie Park Road       

4012 Biloola Road       

4013 Blackburn Road       

4014 Loddon Road Black Tank       

4015 Black Ward Road  $           238.91      

4016 Boggarella Road  $           101.46      

4017 Belrose Road       

4018 Burrandulla Road       

4019 Albury Road       

4020 Caldervale - Khyber Road  $        5,160.33      

4021 Auburnvale Road       

4022 Calowrie Road       

4023 Cargara Road       

4024 Caroline Xing Road  $       14,673.40      

4025 Clara Creek Road  $        6,783.66      

4026 Cooladdi Access Road       

4027 Cooladdi-Langlo Crossing       

4028 Cooladdi-Yarronvale Road       

4029 Coolamon Road       

4030 Croxdale Road       

4031 Cunno Road  $        5,888.74      

4032 Derbyshire Road       

4033 De Warra Road       

4034 Dilallah Bridge Road       

4035 Doobiblah Road       

4036 Dundee Road       

4037 Durella Road       

4038 Fortland Road       

4039 Glenallen Road       

4040 Glenbrook Road       

4041 Greenstead Road       

4042 Guestling Road  $           587.71      

4043 Gundare Road       

4044 Gunnawarra Road        

4045 Hillgrove Road  $           513.71      

4046 Hoganthulla Road  $           429.23      

4047 Hythe Road       



49 
 

 

4048 Joylands Road       

4049 Khyber Road  $       38,699.89      

4050 Killarney Road  $        1,623.72      

4051 Laguna Road  $           202.95      

4052 Langlo River Road       

4053 Maruga Road       

4054 Maryvale Road  $        2,984.43      

4055 Merrigang Road       

4056 Merrigol Road       

4057 Middle Creek Road  $       34,016.11      

4058 Mona Road  $        1,014.99      

4059 Mt Maria Road  $           152.23      

4060 Meigunya Access road       

4061 Mt Tabor Road  $       16,515.25      

4062 Murweh Road       

4063 Narrga (Raincourt) Road       

4064 Nebine Road  $        3,084.84      

4065 Nebine Bollon Shortcut       

4066 Nebine Comm. Ctr Road       

4067 New Farm Road       

4068 Newholme Road       

4069 Newstead Road  $        5,716.50      

4070 Nimboy Road       

4071 Nooraloo Road  $        5,406.04      

4072 Norah Park Road       

4073 No 7 Block Road       

4074 Old Charleville Road  $           323.62      

4075 Old Quilpie Road       

4076 Old Tambo Road  $       10,490.11      

4077 Orange Tree Xing Road  $        1,211.33      

4078 Ouida Road       

4079 Ouida Downs Road       

4080 Oxford Downs Road  $           179.40      

4081 Perola Park Road       

4082 Pinnacle Road       

4083 Red Ward Road  $       27,482.26      

4084 Rhylstone Road       

4085 Rocky Road       

4086 Rosebank Road       

4087 Roslin Road       

4088 Rose Park Road       

4089 Rosewood Road       

4090 Shelbourne Road  $           419.80      

4091 Sherwood Road       

4092 Loddon Road West       

4093 Tantellon road  $           301.53      

4094 Tregole Rioad       

4095 Uabba Road       

4096 Urana Road       

4097 Valeravale Road       

4098 Wallal-Riversleigh Road       

4099 Wardsdale Road       

4100 Waterford Road       
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4101 Wellwater Road       

4102 Wheatleigh Road       

4103 Winneba Road  $           152.23      

4104 Wiringa Road       

4105 Wongalee South Rd       

4106 Wongalee North Rd       

4107 Wongamere Road       

4108 Woolabra       

4109 Wooyanong Road       

4110 Boatman Wyandra Road       

4111 Red Lane Road       

4112 Borea Access Road       

4113 Clara Access Road       

4114 Caledonia Road       

4115 Wintara Road       

4117 Riccartoon Road       

4118 Yanna Bridge Road  $        6,150.51      

4119 27 Mile Gardens Road       

4120 Bollon Road  $           762.20      

4122 Claren Park Road       

4123 Columbo Road       

4124 Cooladdi Pump Road       

4129 Lasso Gowrie Road       

4130 Rosemount Road       

4131 Aronfield Road       

4132 Monamby Park Road       

4133 Northview Road       

4134 Palmers Road       

4136 Percival Road  $           142.42      

4137 Rainmore Road       

4138 Westlyn Road       

  Total  $     275,549.05   $                   -     $                   -    

 
Budget  $  1,200,000.00  

  

 
Percentage Expended 23% 

  

 
Percentage through Year 27% 

   

PLANT MAINTENANCE 
     

Item 
 2019-2020 
Expenditure  

 2020-2021 Expenditure  

Wages  $        190,686.15   $       60,180.74  

Parts  $        617,121.10   $     175,037.06  

Tyres & Tubes  $        103,412.75   $       44,817.30  

Fuels & Oils  $        676,525.04   $     154,673.86  

Registration  $        105,506.86   $        3,246.92  

Wages (supervision)  $        187,436.14   $       55,529.51  

Consumables  $          38,633.67   $        8,543.73  

Workshop Apprentice  $          47,236.40   $        8,782.53  

Insurance  $          45,904.13   $       57,308.00  

      

Total Expenditure  $          2,012,462   $     568,119.65  

 
Budget Expenditure  $  1,727,263.00  

 

Percentage 
Expenditure  $     568,119.65  
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Revenue to Date $1,134,479.58 

 
Budget Revenue  $  3,572,040.00  

 
Percentage Revenue 32% 

 

Percentage through 
Year 27% 

URBAN STREET MAINTENANCE 
  

   
Item  2019-2020 

Expenditure   2020-2021 Expenditure  

Augathella Street Lighting  $          16,816.40   $        2,535.60  

Morven Street Lighting  $           5,147.26   $                  -    

Charleville Street Lighting  $          63,982.70   $        9,395.92  

Augathella Street Maintenance  $        169,646.89   $       36,924.57  

Morven Street Maintenance  $          98,572.46   $       24,372.88  

Charleville Street Maintenance  $        509,187.52   $     234,809.86  

Augathella Street Cleaning  $          24,653.77   $       21,286.34  

Morven Street Cleaning  $          27,446.48   $       10,892.18  

Charleville Street Cleaning  $        259,040.53   $       72,704.48  

Charleville Mowing/Slashing/Weeds  $          14,736.70   $                  -    

Morven Mowing/Slashing/Weeds  $          29,404.82   $        2,119.37  

Augathella Mowing/Slashing/Weeds  $          69,128.96   $       14,369.42  

Total Expenditure  $          1,287,764  429,410.62  

 
Budget  $  1,100,000.00  

 
Percentage Spent 39% 

 

Percentage through 
Year 27% 

   PUBLIC FACILITIES MAINTENANCE 
  

Item  2019-2020 
Expenditure   2020-2021 Expenditure  

Augathella Public Facilities Maintenance  $          18,825.53   $        6,007.99  

Morven Public Facilities Maintenance  $          25,722.95   $        9,905.17  

Charleville Public Facilities Maintenance  $          51,447.85   $       16,440.76  

      

Augathella Vandalism Expenses  $              250.46   $                  -    

Charleville Vandalism Expenses  $                     -     $             23.50  

Morven Vandalism Expenses  $              139.84   $                  -    

Total Expenditure  $          96,386.63   $       32,377.42  

 
Budget  $     142,800.00  

 
Percentage Spent 23% 

 

Percentage through 
Year 27% 

   PARKS AND GARDENS 
MAINTENANCE 

  
Item  2019-2020 

Expenditure   2020-2021 Expenditure  

      

Augathella Parks & Garden  $        132,043.51   $       31,687.94  

Morven Parks & Garden  $        108,543.29   $       33,467.11  

Charleville Parks & Garden  $        628,180.50   $     161,112.52  

Total Expenditure  $        868,767.30   $     226,267.57  

 
Budget  $     641,900.00  

 
Percentage Spent 35% 

 
Percentage through 27% 
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Year 

   

  

Recommendation / Report 
 
From:  Neil Polglase – Chief Executive Officer  
Ordinary Meeting –15 October 2020 

 

Subject 

 

Customer Service Charter 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
That Council adopt the customer service charter as presented. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose The charter sets out the obligations on Council in responding to customer 

enquiries and / or complaints and timelines for response.   Also 
establishes how customers can make a complaint or enquiry if not 
satisfied with the service in responding to their enquiry as well as ethical 
standards in providing enquiries and responding to enquiries.       

 
    
Financial Risks Nil  
 
 
Environment Risks N/A 
 
 
Social Risks N/A  
 
 
Recommendation  That Council adopt the customer service charter as presented. 

 
 
 

Neil Polglase 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Recommendation / Report 
From:  Ken Timms – Director of Corporate Services  
Ordinary Meeting –  15th October 2020 

 

SUBJECT 

 

Request to Waive Rental Fees Due COVID19 Restrictions. 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
`That Council advise Sumit Sachdeva that his request to have rental fees for the Dental 
Surgery during the COVID19 restrictions waived, is approved by Council. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose 
Attached is a request from Sumit Sachdeva to have the rental fees for the dental surgery in 
Charleville waived due to COVID19 restrictions restricting their ability to operate the dental 
service. 
 

Discussion  
An original request was presented to Council during the onset of COVID19 (March 2020) and 
Council approved same, but did not define any parameters. 
 
The request is from 23rd March 20 to 24 August 20.  This is a total of 22 weeks (being 14 
weeks at $224 and 8 weeks at $228, a total of $4860) 
 
Although the rental fees have been raised, it is recommended that due to the original decision, 
Council now waive the rental during the period of non operation. 
 
As per the request, COVID19 restrictions inhibited their ability to operate the dental surgery 
during this time. 
 

Financial Risks:  A loss of $4,860 in revenue, whilst at the same time, Council who own 
the facility and the equipment still had to maintain, including calibration 
of same. 

 
Environment Risks: Nil 
 
Social Risks  Nil 
 

Recommendation `That Council waive the rental fees for 23rd March to 24th August.’ 
 
 
 
Ken Timms 
Director of Corporate Services 
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Recommendation / Report 
From:  Ken Timms – Director of Corporate Services  
Ordinary Meeting –  15th October 2020 

 
 

SUBJECT 

 

Request to fund the erection of a fence. 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
`That Council advise Letishia Johnstone that her request for Council to fund part or all of the 
costs to erect an adjoining fence between 5 Francis Street Charleville and King Edward Park 
is denied. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose 
Attached is a request from Letishia Johnstone for Council to part or fully fund the cost of a new 
fence between 5 Francis Street Charleville and King Edward Park. 

 
Discussion  
In the past Council has funded up to 50% of a standard fence where Council owns the 
adjoining land and Council’s land is freehold. 
 
King Edward Park is a reserve. 
 
Funding requested is for material only, being $1,630. 
 
Paying any contribution to the request would set a precedent for all owner of land adjoining a 
reserve.  For example a road is a reserve.  Most water ways are reserve land. 
 
Financial Risks:  Nil  

 
Environment Risks: Nil 

 
Social Risks  Nil 

 
Recommendation `That Council denies the request.’ 

 
 
 
  

Ken Timms 
Director of Corporate Services 
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Recommendation / Report 
From:  Ken Timms – Director of Corporate Services  
Ordinary Meeting –  15th October 2020 

 
 

SUBJECT 

 

Application for Conversion of Lease to Freehold. 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
`That Council advises the Department of Natural Resources, Mines & Energy that it has no 
objections to Term Lease 0/231422 over Lot 15 on Crown Plan C14095 being converted to 
Freehold. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose 
Attached is an application for the conversion of a Term Lease 0/213422 over Lot 15 on Crown 
Plan C14095 to Freehold. 

 
Discussion  
The parcel of land Lot 15 on Crown Plan C14095 is situated 9 Hill Street, Charleville. 
 
The current owner is Barbara Ann Mary Burton of 9 Hill St, Charleville. 
 
The rates have been paid in full. 
 
The intended use of the lot is for Residential. 
 
There is no Council infrastructure on the parcels of land. 
 
Land is currently zoned Residential. 
 

Financial Risks:  Nil  
 
Environment Risks: Nil 
 
Social Risks  Nil 
 

Recommendation `That Council advises DNRME that it has no objections to the 
conversion of the lease to freehold.’ 

 
 
 
 
Ken Timms 
Director of Corporate Services 
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Recommendation / Report 
 
From:  Neil Polglase – Chief Executive Officer  
Ordinary Meeting –15th October 2020 

 

Subject 

 

 Charleville Botanical Reserve  
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
For information and decision of Council    
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose A report is enclosed detailing works to be considered to enable Council 

to further develop the above reserve. 
 
 The reserve is under the control of Murweh Shire Council with signage 

etc recently erected at the reserve.  
 
 While no funding currently allocated contained within the recent 

Federal budget announcements is an increase in the LRCI program 
from $500m to $1.5b which could see an additional $2.3m in funding 
for community projects and could be an avenue to assist in the 
development of the reserve. 

 
 

    
Financial Risks No funding currently allocated in budget for 2020 / 2021. 
 
 
 
Environment Risks Works proposed to be assessed for environmental and cultural 

heritage value with possible indigenous monitor to inspect site for 
proposed works. 

 
 

Social Risks Strong community support and added tourism value through 
development of site. 

 
 
Recommendation  For information and decision of Council 
 
 
 
 
Neil Polglase 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Recommendation / Report 
 
From:  Neil Polglase – Chief Executive Officer  
Ordinary Meeting –15th October 2020 

 

Subject 

 

 Morven Rail Hub – Tenders for Electrical Works   
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
Based on the full assessment of offers received, including offer price, relevant experience, 
local economic stimulus and assessed construction period, that tender MRH14. 19-20 for 
Site Power and Lighting be awarded to Brayley Electrical P/L of Charleville for the sum of 
$312,878.00 + GST. 
 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose  Project Mangers, Brandon and Associates have called tenders for the 

electrical works at the Morven Rail Hub with originally three local 
contractors tendering for the electrical works as specified.   

 
 These original tenders were well above the original estimate and a 

further refined specification was undertaken and retendered. 
  
 Enclosed for Council consideration is the tender assessment received 

from Project Managers, Brandon & Associates. 
 

 
    

Financial Risks Project budget allocation for electrical works $315,000 with 
contingencies overall budget estimate currently $750K over original 
budget estimate. Contract to be monitored for variations   Council to 
apply for loan monies to cover additional expenditure.     

 
 
 
Environment Risks N/A 
 

 
Social Risks N/A 
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Recommendation  Based on the full assessment of offers received, including offer price, 
relevant experience, local economic stimulus and assessed 
construction period, the following is recommended: 

 
• That tender MRH14. 19-20 for Site Power and Lighting be awarded to 
Brayley Electrical P/L of Charleville for the sum of $312,878.00 + GST. 
 
Revised project budgeting for this tender included an allowance of 
$300,000 plus 5% contingencies to give a total allowance of $315,000, 
which the tender of Brayley Electrical lies below, albeit with no further 
allowance for variations. However, at the time this figure was allowed 
as an upper limit and it was considered that the actual tender value 
would be of the order of $250,000-$270,000 plus contingencies. 

 
 
 
 
Neil Polglase 
Chief Executive Officer 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Brayley Electrical [mailto:chris@brayleyelectrical.com.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 1 October 2020 10:44 AM 
To: Ken Timms; CEO 
Subject: Brayley electrical - MORVEN Rail hub contract times  
 
Hi Ken,  
 
Just a quick email to make a slight amendment to the timeframe of my tender for the MORVEN rail rub.  
 
Delivery of completed job would still be six weeks subject to delivery of lighting poles from date of ordering.  
 
If you have any questions relating to this please don’t hesitate to contact me.   
 
Regards 
 
Chris Brayley 
 
Brayley Electrical  
Po box 150 
Charleville Q 4470 
E. Chris@brayleyelectrical.com.au 
M. 0417634602 
 

mailto:chris@brayleyelectrical.com.au
mailto:Chris@brayleyelectrical.com.au
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Recommendation / Report 
From:  Neil Polglase 
Ordinary Meeting –  15 October 2020 

SSUBJECT 

 

Charleville Airport RFDS Apron and Runway Upgrade Project 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
“That Council confirms:  
1.    it is committed to delivering the Charleville Airport RFDS Apron and Runway 
Upgrade Project and  
2.    is willing to accept responsibility to complete the project and meet the costs of 
the project not covered by the grant funding.” 
 

BACKGROUND: 

Funding:   
Regional Aviation Access Program – Remote Airstrip Upgrade Program – Round 8 
(Australian Government Dept. of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources & 
Australian Government Dept. of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 
Communications). Project cost is estimated to be $1.5m – program funding up to 
$750,000 
 
Project Partner:  
No other financial partners. The project is supported by RFDS. 
 
Description:  
This project will upgrade the RFDS apron and runway used by RFDS. 
 
Project benefits: 

 The project will ensure continuity of service of RFDS from Charleville Airport.  

 The last works undertaken in this area were in 2008/09, being crack patching 
and sealing of runway. 

 Apron and taxiway to the RFDS runway sealed in the late 1990’s. 

 Repairs first recommended in an Aerodrome Technical Inspection Report 
completed in 2006. 

  



 

 

2 

  

Recommendation / Report 
 
From:  Neil Polglase – Chief Executive Officer  
Ordinary Meeting –15th October 2020 

 

Subject 

 

 Qld Energy Class Action 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
That Council be a party to the class action claim by Qld Energy against CS Energy 
and Stanwell Corporation and to notify Piper Alderman of Council’s agreement to be a 
party to the claim. 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
Purpose Letter received by Greg Whyte, Partner Piper Alderman 

seeking Council’s agreement to be party to a class action 
claim by Queensland Energy against CS Energy and 
Stanwell Corporation. 

 
CS Energy and Stanwell are accused of gaming the NEM 
(National Electricity Market) to create artificial scarcity of 
supply which leads to inflated electricity prices and 
prevents other generators from competing for market 
share. We believe this conduct amounts to a contravention 
of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth), section 
46. 
 
There is no cost to register. This action is financed by 
LCM.  There is no risk to participate in the action. LCM 
carries all the costs and risks of this action. 
 

    
Financial Risks N/A 
 
 
Environment Risks N/A 

 
Social Risks Lachlan Lamont (Qld Energy) and Kat Gieras (Piper 

Alderman) have sought a public meeting to notify residents 
of this action to enable any resident to be a party to this 
claim.  As there is an urgency to this claim have 
recommended that they this public meeting (if agreed by 
Council) be held immediately after the river clearing / 
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beautification meeting to alleviate continuous public 
meetings.   

 
 
Recommendation  That Council be a party to the class action claim by Qld 

Energy against CS Energy and Stanwell Corporation and 
to notify Piper Alderman agreement to be a party to the 
claim. 

 
 
Neil Polglase 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Recommendation / Report 
From:  Shaun Radnedge 
Ordinary Meeting –  15 October 2020 

SSUBJECT 

 

MSC Financial Statements 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 

 
That: 
1. Council adopt the Annual Financial Statements for 2019/2020  
2. Council note the Long Term Financial Sustainability Statement for 2019/2020  
3. Council note the closing report for 2019/2020 audit 
4. Council note the Management Representation letter for the year ended 30 
June 2020 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Purpose of the Report 
 
Presentation of auditor-general’s observation report to Council relating to the audit of 
financial statements 2019/2020. 
 
Recommendation: 
That: 
1. Council adopt the Annual Financial Statements for 2019/2020  
2. Council note the Long Term Financial Sustainability Statement for 2019/2020  
3. Council note the closing report for 2019/2020 audit 
4. Council note the Management Representation letter for the year ended 30 
June 2020 
 
Body of Report: 
 
Section 213 – Local Government Regulation 2012 
Presentation of auditor-general’s observation report 
(1) This section applies if the auditor-general gives the mayor of a local government a 
copy of the auditor-general’s observation report about an audit of the local 
government’s financial statements. 
(2) An auditor-general’s observation report, about an audit of a local government’s 
financial statements, is a report about the audit prepared under section 54 of the 
Auditor-General Act 2009 that includes observations and suggestions made by the 
auditor-general about anything arising out of the audit. 
(3) The mayor must present a copy of the report at the next ordinary meeting of the 
local government. 
The outcome of the audit for the financial year ended 30 June 2020 is detailed in the 
closing report. Specific points to note: 
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Overall result: 
 
QAO will issue an unmodified opinion on the financial statements. 
 
 
 
Financial statement preparation process: 
 
– Year-end close and timeliness (both green light) whilst quality is (red) due to a 
capital grant adjustment. 
Internal control environment process: 
 
The outcome was generally effective except on one issue regarding a creditor 
payment. 
 
 
 
Financial Sustainability 
Overall result: Moderate risk (amber) 

• The current year Operating Surplus Ratio is -13.83 % (negative) compared to 
the target of 10% (positive).  The five year average is -9.22% (negative). 

• The current year Asset Sustainability Ratio is 81%. This result is under the 
target of 90%. The five year average is 89.44%. 

• The current year Net Financial Liabilities Ratio is 0.36% and is well below the 
target of 60% (positive). This is a good result. 

 
Attached documents: 
 
Management representation letter 
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13 October 2020 
 
 
Mr B Worrall 
Auditor-General of Queensland 
Queensland Audit Office 
PO Box 15396 
CITY EAST QLD 4002 
 
 
Dear Mr Worrall 
 
 

REPRESENTATIONS BY MANAGEMENT OF MURWEH SHIRE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 

ENDED 30 JUNE 2020 AND EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO THAT DATE 

 

This representation letter is provided for the audit of Murweh Shire Council’s financial report 

for the year ended 30 June 2020. These representations are provided by us to assist you in 

expressing an opinion on whether the financial report presents a true and fair view in 

accordance with the Local Government Act 2009, the Local Government Regulation 2012, 

and the Australian Accounting Standards. 

We acknowledge our responsibility for ensuring that the financial report is in accordance with 

Australian Accounting Standards (including the Australian Accounting Interpretations) issued 

by the Australian Accounting Standards Board and other prescribed requirements under the 

Local Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulations 2012. We confirm that the 

financial report has been approved by management and is free of material misstatements 

including omissions. 

We confirm that, to the best of our knowledge and belief, the statements made in appendix A 

to this letter are factually correct. These statements are made based on information available 

to us having made such enquiries as we considered necessary to appropriately informing 

ourselves on these matters.  

We understand that your audit was: 

 conducted in accordance with the Auditor-General of Queensland Auditing Standards 

which incorporate the Australian Auditing Standards 

 designed primarily for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial report of 

Murweh Shire Council taken as a whole, in accordance with the requirements of the 

Auditor-General Act 2009; and 

 limited to tests of the financial records and other auditing procedures you considered 

necessary for that purpose. 
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For and on behalf of the Murweh Shire Council. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Shaun Radnedge    Neil Polglase 
Mayor       Chief Executive Officer 
13 October 2020      13 October 2020 
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Access to information, documents and property 

1. We confirm to the best of our knowledge and understanding that the auditors have been given full 

and free access to all documents and property belonging to, in the custody of, or under the control of 

Murweh Shire Council. In discharging our responsibility to provide full and free access: 

We have provided you with: 

● access to all information, in both electronic and other forms, of which we are aware that is relevant 

to the preparation of the financial report such as records, documentation and other matters 

● additional information that you have requested from us for the purposes of the audit 

● unrestricted access to persons within Murweh Shire Council from whom you determined it 

necessary to obtain audit evidence. 

2. We have made available details of all bank accounts. 

Financial report preparation 

3. We have fulfilled our responsibilities, as set out in the terms of the audit engagement, for the 

preparation of the financial report in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards, the Local 

Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulations 2012; in particular, the financial report 

gives a true and fair view in accordance therewith. 

4. All transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and reflected in the financial report. 

5. The electronic presentation of the financial report is our responsibility. Our responsibility includes 

ensuring that the electronic version of the financial report and the independent auditor’s report 

presented on the web site are the same as the final signed version of the financial report and 

independent auditor’s report. 

Financial statement disclosures 

6. The financial report discloses all significant accounting policies used in the preparation of the financial 

report. We considered the substance of the underlying transactions as well as their legal form in 

selecting the appropriate accounting policies and related disclosures for the financial report. 

7. The following material items have been properly recorded and disclosed in the financial report in 

accordance with Australian Accounting Standards: 

(a) changes in accounting policies, estimates and/or correction of any prior period errors 

(b) financial assets and/or liabilities 

(c) inventory recorded at lower of cost or net realisable value and adjusted for obsolescence  

(d) asset revaluations 

(e) asset impairment losses and/or reversals 

(f) non-current assets held for sale and/or discontinued operations 

(g) intangible assets 

(h) all management judgements applied in the application of accounting policies assessed as 

having the most significant effect on the resultant amounts  

(i) all sources of estimation uncertainty in key assumptions underlying recorded assets and 

liabilities that may result in a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of such assets and 

liabilities in the next financial year  

(j) liabilities (including provisions), contingent liabilities or assets (including those arising under 

derivative financial instruments) 

(k) contracts, events or transactions that were entered into/occurred during the financial year 
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(l)  identification and consolidation of controlled entities 

(n) interests in joint ventures and/or associates 

(o) identification of any losses and/or special payments 

Significant management assumptions 

8. Significant assumptions used by us in making accounting estimates are reasonable and supported. 

This includes significant judgements and assumptions used in: 

● measuring the fair values of financial assets and financial liabilities in accordance with AASB 13 

Fair Value Measurement  and AASB 9 Financial Instruments 

● assessing indicators of possible impairment of assets and testing for impairment in accordance 

with AASB 136 Impairment of Assets 

● reviewing the useful lives and residual values of property, plant and equipment, and intangible 

assets, and allocating depreciation and amortisation on a systematic basis over the estimated 

useful lives of the assets in accordance with AASB 116 Property Plant and Equipment 

● measuring accruals and provisions for employee entitlements under AASB 119 Employee 

Entitlements 

● assessing whether material contingent assets and liabilities exist under AASB 137 Provisions, 

Contingent Liabilities and Contingent Assets. 

Valuation of Assets 

9. An assessment of the fair value of assets has been conducted within the reporting period to ensure 

that their carrying amount does not materially differ from fair value calculated at the end of the 

reporting period, in accordance with AASB 116 Property, Plant and Equipment. 

10. We have considered the requirements of AASB 136 Impairment of Assets, when assessing the 

impairment of assets and in ensuring that no assets are stated in excess of their recoverable amount.   

11. Depreciation on relevant assets has been allocated on a systematic basis over the estimated useful 

lives of the assets. Useful lives and residual values of the assets were reviewed during the reporting 

period and adjusted where appropriate. 

12. We have considered the unit rates adopted for each material asset class, in particular for the surface 

component of sealed roads and the pavement component of unsealed roads, and are satisfied that 

these are consistent with actual unit rates evidenced in recent works completed by Council, having 

due regard to the sub-componentisation of these assets into short and long life components. 

13. When completing a reseal project on a bitumen road, and remaining portion (the “long life 

component”) of the top layer of two coat seal which is renewed in the reseal process is not removed, 

thereby supporting the valuation assumption that the top coat of two-coat bitumen seal contains both 

short and long life components. 

14. The bottom coat of a two-coat seal (the primer seal) is incorporated into the pavement layer of sealed 

roads, rather than the surface layer, for purposes of valuing and depreciating road assets. 

15. We have not recognised assets for waste landfill cells constructed by Council. We will undertake to 

prepare or obtain a valuation of these assets in the next financial year. Based on information currently 

available to us, we do not expect that the value of such assets will be material. 

Related parties 

16. We have disclosed to you the identity of Murweh Shire Council’s related parties and all the related 

party relationships and transactions of which we are aware. 

17. We have adequate process in place to identify, record and manage related party relationships. 
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18. Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and 

disclosed in accordance with the requirements of Australian Accounting Standards. 

Key Management Personnel 

19. The key management personnel disclosed in related parties and key management personnel 

remuneration are a complete list of those persons who have the authority and responsibility for 

planning, directing and controlling the activities of the entity, directly or indirectly. 

Subsequent events 

20. All events that occurred subsequent to the date of the financial report and for which Australian 

Accounting Standards require adjustment or disclosure have been adjusted or disclosed. We are not 

aware of anything else that has occurred after the end of the financial year that would cause the 

financial report to be misleading.  

Compliance with applicable laws, regulations and contractual agreements 

21. We have disclosed to you all known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance with 

laws and regulations whose effects should be considered when preparing the financial report. 

22. Murweh Shire Council has been properly managed in accordance with the requirements of the Local 

Government Act 2009. 

23. We have complied, in all material respects with prescribed requirements for the establishment and 

keeping of relevant accounts, registers and other appropriate records. 

24. We have complied with all aspects of contractual agreements that would have a material effect on the 

financial report in the event of non-compliance. 

Uncorrected misstatements 

25. The effects of uncorrected misstatements are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to 

the financial report as a whole. A list of all uncorrected misstatements is included in your audit closing 

report, a copy of which has been provided to us. 

 

Legal 

26. We have disclosed to you all known actual or possible litigation and claims whose effects should be 

considered when preparing the financial report; and accounted for and disclosed in accordance with 

the Australian Accounting Standards and other prescribed requirements. 

27. Murweh Shire Council has satisfactory title to all assets, and there are no liens or encumbrances on 

such assets nor has any asset been pledged as collateral.  

Internal Control  

28. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control 

to prevent and detect fraud. We have established and maintained adequate internal control to 

facilitate the preparation of the financial report, and adequate financial records have been maintained.   

29. We acknowledge our responsibility to identify the risks that Murweh Shire Council is exposed to and 

for measuring, assessing and developing a prioritised action plan. We confirm that we have 

established, maintained, operated and demonstrated an appropriate framework of business controls, 

to cover all our operational, technical, commercial, financial and administrative activities. 

Fraud 

30. We have disclosed to you the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial report may be 

materially misstated as a result of fraud.  

31. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to fraud or suspected fraud that we are aware of 

and that affects Murweh Shire Council and involves: 
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● management 

● employees who have significant roles in internal control 

●  others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial report. 

32. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to allegations or fraud, or suspected fraud, 

affecting the financial report communicated by employees, former employees, analysts, regulators or 

others.  

Future plans 

33. There were no material commitments for the construction or acquisition of property, plant and 

equipment or to acquire other non-current assets, such as investments or intangibles, other than 

those disclosed in the financial report. 

34. We have no plans or intentions that may materially affect the carrying values, or classification, of 

assets and liabilities. 

Going concern basis of preparation 

35. We have assessed Murweh Shire Council’s ability to continue as a going concern and believe there 

are reasonable grounds to believe that Murweh Shire Council will be able to pay its debts as and 

when they become due and payable.  

Financial Sustainability (Local Government audits only) 

36. The capital expenditure amount used in the calculation of the “Asset sustainability ratio” disclosed in 

the current-year financial sustainability statement, has been prepared (Section 178 of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012 or applicable Council Act] and represents the capital expenditure on the 

replacement of existing assets (renewals). 

37. We have appropriate systems and procedures in place to differentiate between capital and operating 

grants; and to differentiate between operating and capital expenditure. 

Other Information 

38. We have informed you of all the documents that we expect to issue that may comprise other 
information. 

39. The financial report and any other information obtained by you prior to the date of your 
auditor’s report is consistent with one another, and the other information does not contain 
any material misstatements. 

Environmental issues 

40. We have recognised a provision for our obligations in respect of all Environmental Authority’s held by 

Council in respect of landfill and quarry operations. 

41. We have considered whether environmental matters could have a material impact on the financial 

report and conclude that: 

(a) we are not aware of any material liabilities or contingencies arising from environmental matters, 

including those resulting from illegal acts; 

(b) we are not aware of environmental matters that may result in a material impairment of assets; 

or 

(c) if aware of such matters referred to in parts (a) and (b) above, we have disclosed to you all facts 

relating to those matters. 

Insurance 
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42. We have established procedures to assess the adequacy of insurance cover on all assets and 

insurable risks, and where appropriate, assets and insurable risks are adequately covered by 

insurance. 
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